
Course: ENG-311, Classical and Renaissance Drama 

Credit Hours: 3 

Level:  5th Semester 

 

Course Introduction 

The purpose of this course is to explore the nature, function, and themes of Classical 

Greek, Roman and Elizabethan drama in their theatrical, historical and social 

contexts comprehensive and critical background to mythology, drama and society is 

given in the beginning of the course to prepare students to undertake close reading 

and analyses of the selected texts.  

The first section of the course will focus on representative classical plays which have 

influenced the development of drama as a genre. It will introduce students to the 

history of Classical Greek and Roman drama and motivate them to explore how 

selected texts can be interpreted in a modern context. A comprehensive and critical 

background to Greek drama and society is given in the beginning of the course to 

prepare students to undertake a close reading and analysis of the selected texts. 

Special emphasis will be given in the seminars to examine the role and significance 

of mythology in Greek drama, the importance of festivals in Greek society, the 

structure of Greek tragedy, and the difference between tragedy and comedy.  

The second section focuses on the selective plays of William Shakespeare, and 

Christopher Marlowe. Through a critical scrutiny of the recommended plays, students 

will be made to appreciate the variety and imaginative exuberance of drama written 

in the age that popularized cultural profundity, humanist tendencies, philosophical 

excavations and artistic excellence. Qualities such as the poetic richness, absorbing 

plots, and vivid portrayal of characters will be highlighted to catch the true spirit of 

Renaissance. Through a selection of plays, this section highlights the characteristic 

features of various dramatic forms like tragedy, comedy, and history, and their 

variations.  

Course Objectives  

Students will be taught to demonstrate:  

●  Knowledge of the myths, history, conventions, and major personages of 

classical theatre through readings of the plays and secondary sources.  



●  An insight into the culture, society and political events of the classical 

periods under study.  

 

CLO No  Course Learning Outcomes  Bloom 

Taxonomy  

CLO 1  to understand the main objectives, themes and ideas 

underlying Classical Drama 

C2 (Understand)  

CLO 2  to relate the primary texts to their socio-cultural and 

historical contexts.  

 

C2 (Understand)  

CLO 3 To assess the inherent nature of the human 

condition - its paradoxes, complexities, and conflicts. 

C5 (Evaluate) 

 

Course Contents  

S. No Weekly Course Distribution 

Week 1 Aeschylus – Prometheus Bound  

Week 2 Aeschylus – Prometheus Bound  

Week 3 Sophocles – Oedipus Rex  

Week 4 Sophocles – Oedipus Rex  

Week 5 Euripides – The Bacchae  

Week 6 Euripides – The Bacchae  

Week 7 Aristophanes – The Birds  

Week 8 Aristophanes – The Birds  

Week 9 Mid Term 

Week 10 Shakespeare – King Lear; As You Like It  

Week 11 Shakespeare – King Lear; As You Like It  

Week 12 Seneca – Hercules Furens (The Mad Hercules)  

Week 13 Seneca – Hercules Furens (The Mad Hercules)  

Week 14 Marlowe – Tamburlaine the Great (Parts I and II)  

Week 15 Marlowe – Tamburlaine the Great (Parts I and II)  

Week 16 Students’ Presentations 

Week 17 Review Week 

Week 18 End Semester Exam 
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